IgG antibodies to human herpesvirus-6 (HHV-6) in Italian people.
Sera from a sample of healthy Italian people were tested in an indirect immunofluorescence assay (IFA) for reactivity to a Human Herpesvirus-6 (HHV-6) strain called CV, isolated from a baby with exanthem subitum (Portolani et al., 1990). Seropositivity values of 83.78%, 92.68% and 63.64% were found in subjects aged 3 months-6 years, 6-18 years and over 18 years respectively. Sera from cordal blood, sera from subjects with evidence of active infection by Cytomegalovirus (CMV) or by Epstein-Barr virus (EBV), sera from seropositive adults to Human Immunodeficiency Virus type 1 (HIV) were also investigated for antibodies to the same HHV-6 strain. Values of antibody incidence and antibody content to HHV-6 in these groups of sera were generally higher than in the other groups. HHV-6 reinfections of both endogenous and exogenous origin and antibody cross-reactivity were considered among the reasons of this increase. HHV-6 seropositivity values in healthy Italian people and in people from different countries were also discussed in the light of the antigenic characteristics of the HHV-6 strains used and of the different test conditions.